Serial No. 10/688,412 

Response to Office Action dated April 6, 2006 


REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Applicants acknowledge receipt of the Office Action dated April 6, 2006, in which the 
Examiner entered a double-patenting rejection of Claims 1-4 and 19-31 in view of US 
Publication 2004/0132834; entered a double-patenting rejection of Claims 1-4 and 19-31 in view 
of US Publication 2004/0132833, now U.S. Patent 7,012,104; and entered a double-patenting 
rejection of Claims 1-32 and 56-79 in view of US Publication 2005/0234137. 

The Examiner has also rejected Claims 32 and 56-62 under 35 U,S..C, § 102(e) as 
anticipated or, in the alternative, under 35 U,S,C. 103(a) as obvious over Singleton 
(US 6,740,621), 

I. Status of the Claims 

By this Response, Claim 5 is amended, 
Claims 1-31 and 63-79 are currently pending. 

Claim 1 is an independent claim from which Claims 2-4, 19-31, 63, 64, and 79 depend, 
claim 5 is an independent claim from which Claims 6-18 depend, and claim 65 is an 
independent claim from which Claims 66-78 depend, 

II. Amendment of Claim 5. 

Claim 5 has been amended to correct an informality, which Applicants submit cures the 
grounds for objection, 

IIL Double-patenting Rejections, 

To overcome the provisional double-patenting rejection of Claims 1-4 and 19-31 in view 
of US Publication 2004/0132834, a Terminal Disclaimer is submitted herewith. 

To overcome the provisional double-patenting rejection of Claims 1-4 and 19-31 in view 
of US Publication 2004/0132833, now U.S. Patent 7,012,104, a Terminal Disclaimer is 
submitted herewith. 

Applicants respectfully submit that no disclaimer is required to overcome the double- 
patenting rejection of Claims 1-32 and 56-79 in view of US Publication 2005/0234137, as that 
case is still awaiting examination on the merits and will not be granted before close of 
prosecution of the present case. 
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m. § 102(e) Rejection 

The cancellation of claims 32 and 56-62 renders this rejection moot. 

VL Conclusion 

Applicants respectfully request reconsideration, allowance of the pending claims and a 
timely Notice of Allowance be issued in this case. If the Examiner feels that a telephone 
conference would expedite the resolution of this case, the Examiner is respectfully requested to 
contact the undersigned. 

If a petition for extension of time is necessary in order for this paper to be deemed timely 
filed, please consider this a petition therefore. If any fees are inadvertently omitted or if any 
additional fees are required or have been overpaid, please appropriately charge or credit those 
fees to Conley Rose, P„C Deposit Account Number 03-2769. 


Respectfully submitted, 



Reg. No. 36,962 
CONLEY ROSE, RC 
P. O Box 3267 
Houston, Texas 77253-3267 
(713) 238-8000 

ATTORNEY/ AGENT FOR APPLICANTS 
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